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Brighton Beach
Primary School

Our Commitment to Child Safe Standards

From 1 January 2016, all schools were required to comply with new child safe

standards designed to ensure that organisations that work with children take steps
to create a culture of child safety and protect children from all forms of abuse.
Brighton Beach Primary School makes an ongoing commitment to child safety and
ensuring that the policies and procedures around child safety are regularly reviewed

and updated on an annual basis.

What are the Child Safe Standards?

The aim of the child safe standards is to drive continuous improvement so that
protecting children from abuse is embedded in everyday thinking and practice of
leaders, staff and volunteers. The focus of the standards is on raising awareness and
helping organisations to create and maintain child safe environments through

education and training.

The Child Safe Standards have been introduced in response to the
recommendations of the Victorian Parliamentary Inquiry into the Handling of Child
Abuse by Religious and Other Non-Government Organisations, which found that
more must be done to prevent and respond to child abuse. The standards apply to

all organisations that provide services for children.

Creating a child safe organisation
In complying with the child safe standards, our school must include the following

principles as part of each standard:
« promoting the cultural safety of Aboriginal children



promoting the cultural safety of children from culturally and/or linguistically
diverse backgrounds
promoting the safety of children with a disability

To create and maintain a child safe organisation, a school must have in place policies

and procedures for the 11 standards:

1.

Organisations establish a culturally safe environment in which the diverse and
unique identities and experiences of Aboriginal children and young people are
respected and valued

Child safety and wellbeing is embedded in organisational leadership,
governance and culture

Children and young people are empowered about their rights, participate in
decisions affecting them and are taken seriously

Families and communities are informed, and involved in promoting child
safety and wellbeing

Equity is upheld and diverse needs respected in policy and practice

. People working with children and young people are suitable and supported to

reflect child safety and wellbeing values in practice

Processes for complaints and concerns are child focused

Staff and volunteers are equipped with the knowledge, skills and awareness
to keep children and young people safe through ongoing education and
training

Physical and online environments promote safety and wellbeing while
minimising the opportunity for children and young people to be harmed

10.Implementation of the Child Safe Standards is regularly reviewed and

improved

11.Policies and procedures document how the organisation is safe for children

and young people.

The National Quality Framework already requires all schools to meet many aspects

of the child safe standards. Services are encouraged to review their policies,

procedures and practices including their current child safe environment and staffing

policies and procedures to ensure they meet the child safe standards.
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PROTECT

Everyone has the right to be safe
and be protected from abuse.

No one should behave in a way that
makes you feel unsafe or afraid,
including anyone in your family,
anyone at school or anywhere else
in the community.

Tell a teacher or any adult at your
school if you feel unsafe.

For Students, please call:
1800 551 800 (Kids Helpline)

In an emergency, always ctontact 000

for emergency services
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Education
and Training

catholic education commission of victoria Itd
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It's everyone’s responsibility.
Adults at school must listen and
respond to concerns about
child abuse.

If you suspect abuse of any child
or young person, you have a
responsibility to report it,

even if you are not sure.

Further information & resources
www.education.vic.gov.au/protect

For Parents
1800 991 099 (Child Wise Helpline)
131 278 (Child Protection
Crisis Line)
1300 138 180 (Child First)

Victorian Registration &
Qualifications Authority



